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In interview with Saloni Mathur, art historian Terry Smith writes that contemporary art can be 
understood “through the lens of the local, that is, through the processes specific to different 
regions and different societies around the world” (2014, p.166).  

Distinguished Ngugi elder and Quandamooka Traditional Owner Uncle Bob Anderson (Dr. 
Robert Anderson OAM) is the focus of art exhibition Singing Up Spirit of the Land. 
Contemporary digital and painted portrait work capture not just likeness of the elder, but 
spiritual meaning behind sand minings end on Minjerribah, North Stradbroke Island in 2019, a 
result of native title determinations granted to the Quandamooka peoples in 2011. The integrity 
of these artworks are testament to an enduring relationship between Aboriginal elder Uncle Bob 
Anderson and artist Jo Fay Duncan identifies as an ecological artist who is second generation 
Scot, residing on Quandamooka Country.  

At 92, Uncle Bob is a living legend. His legacy concerns not only Native Title determinations 
over Quandamooka Country but also Aboriginal rights in the work place. These artworks are a 
tribute to him, an honouring of the ancestors and hope for a better world for our descendants.  

Artists websites 
https://jofayduncan.wordpress.com/category/portrait/ 
https://linesinthesandminjerribah.com/island-blog/ 

Biography of Uncle Bob Anderson https://stradbrokemuseum.com.au/wp-content/uploads/
2019/05/bob_anderson_screen_final.pdf 
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Figure One. Still from short film by Paul Bishop https://youtu.be/McgpRFS_V_k  
  
Uncle Bob Anderson in conversation with artist Jo Fay Duncan about the portrait Walking 
Country Once More. 

Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Walking Country Once More (seen in video background) 
Date: 2019 
Medium: Acrylic on linen 
Dimensions: 66 x 44 inches 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $12 500 

Link to interview 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McgpRFS_V_k&feature=youtu.be 

Artist statement and story relating to the artwork: 

Native Title for the Quandamooka Nation was recognised on the 4th July 2011 by the High 
Court of Australia and with it comes an end to mining on the island in this year, 2019. Inspired by 
two years of audio recording with Uncle Bob, this painting depicts him walking Country once 
more and the swirling spirit of the land beneath and behind him. This painting recognises Uncle 
Bob’s role in making Native Title happen and celebrates this momentous occasion in Australia’s 
post-colonial history.  

Uncle Bob is sole signatory for the Quandamooka land claim and successful applicant for the 
Mulgumpin and Coast Quandamooka Native Title claims.  

Whilst deeply embedded in a local narrative, these works conceptually concern global issues of 
earths continued exploitation through extractive processes like mining, its redress and 
rejuvenation. It experiments with inter-cultural collaboration and finds common ground in our 
collective relationship to the Land.  
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Figure Two. 
Video still from Rejuvenating Spirit of the Land exhibition 2019 

Link https://youtu.be/IKHxHPq04NY 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Rejuvenating Spirit of the Land 
Date: 2019 
Medium: 8.26min looped video projection and 6.25min audio 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
Artist statement or story relating to the artwork: See below 
Type of offer (for sale ex GST): $2 250 

Inspired by two years of audio recording with Uncle Bob Anderson, this multi media work 
includes projections and looped audio. The contrasting media, still and moving, layered and 
worked, animated and audible are a sensory immersion in a rich aesthetic, deeply embedded in 
a complex cultural and environmental ecology of a post mining island landscape.  The audio 
layers bird song, original music score and audio recordings of Uncle Bob Anderson taken over a 
two-year period 2016-2018. 
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A short propaganda film generated by the mining company Sibelco in 2011 at the height of its 
challenge to political decisions made to shut down the mine, is here irreverently appropriated 
from the internet, re-edited and drone footage used as background to the figure of Uncle Bob 
walking Country once more. Uncle Bob’s ghostly figure is seen walking through mine sites, 
where foreign owned mining companies have historically forbidden the Quandamooka people 
to walk.  

The multi layered meanings and values attributed to the island of Minjerribah (North Stradbroke 
Island) are illustrated by the many still images of maps and mappings by local indigenous 
peoples, government agencies, environmentalists, anthropologists, archaeologists, journalists, 
entomologists and ethnologists in this projection. In this context maps are presented as a living 
and dynamic archive. The concluding imagery of young people represent a utopian idea of the 
island returning to innocence after minings end. 

Homage is also made to Uncle Bob’s dear friend Oodgeroo Noonuccal with inclusion of her 
poem Time is Running Out. 

“Come gentle black man 
Show your strength;Time to make a stand. 
Make the violent miner feel 
Your violent  
Love of Land”. 
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Figure 3. 

Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Rejuvenating Spirit of the Land Digital Series #1 - #3 
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Length 120cm x Depth 100cm 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each 

The five digital prints included are reworked stills from the projection content of Uncle Bob 
walking Country where foreign owned mining companies have historically forbidden the 
Quandamooka people to walk. A ghostly figure is seen here walking through the mine site 
symbolicly replacing the footsteps of the ancestors 

Sand minings end on Minjerribah, in 2019 is a result of Native Title granted to the 
Quandamooka peoples in 2011. "We will perform wadama, dance and sing up the spirit 
of the land once more" says Uncle Bob Anderson Nughi elder and traditional owner of 
the Quandamooka.  
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Figure 4. 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Rejuvenating Spirit of the Land Digital Series #1 one of 3 
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Length 120cm x Depth 100cm 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each 
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Figure 5. 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Rejuvenating Spirit of the Land Digital Series #1 one of 3 
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Length 120cm x Depth 100cm 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each 
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Figure 6. 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Rejuvenating Spirit of the Land Digital Series #4  
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Length 120cm x Depth 100cm 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each  
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Figure 7. 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Rejuvenating Spirit of the Land Digital Series #4  
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Length 120cm x Depth 100cm or 47.25  x 39.37 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each 
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Figure 8. 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Innocence Series #1  
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Length 120cm x Depth 100cm 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each 

Ecological art is aspirational in nature (Duncan, 2019), it is concerned with moments of 
imagining, a kind of utopia that makes the world a better place even if just for brief moments. 
The Innocence Series, brings together threads of times past and the future, the young and the 
old, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal; an aesthetic based on relationships. The Inncocence Series 
are a fleeting and aesthetic interruption, in a heavily laden political island landscape. 

 “Utopia is not a kind of place but a kind of time, those all-too-brief moments when one would 
not wish to be anywhere else”. (Sontag. 2001, p 175). 
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Figure 9. 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Innocence Series #2 
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Height 120cm x Width 100cm 
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each 
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Figure 10. 
Artist: Jo Fay Duncan 
Title: Innocence Series # 
Date: 2019 
Medium: Digital prints on photographic paper 
Dimensions: Length 120cm x Depth 100cm  
Overall condition: Excellent 
Provenance: Property of the artist 
For sale ex GST: $800 each 

(Artwork prices listed here do not include gallery commissions on sale nor printing, postage and 
handling). 
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